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Saturday, May 11, 1968 
2:50 p.m. 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 




SUBJECT: Procedural Agreement Reached at Paris Talks 


Our delegation to the Paris talks reports that at the meeting today 
the North Vietnamese -were businesslike and that the atmosphere 
wa 3 good. (Tab A) 

/ • • 

Agreement "was reached on the procedures to be followed. (Text 

is at Tab B. ) 

Cy Vance made clear to the North Vietnamese that cur acceptance 
of Paragraph 2. (C), which refers' to the citizenship of persons 
participating in the talks, was an entirely reasonable arrangement 
so long as the United States and the Democratic Republic of Vietnam 
are discussing matters of primary concern to them. However, our 
acceptance of this provision should not be construed to affect in any 
way the role which must be played by the legitimate Government of 
South Vietnam at the appropriate time. 

Later in the meeting and in response to this point, the North 
Vietnamese representative said he took note of our statement and 
understood it but it was not necessary to discuss it here. 

The first substantive meeting is scheduled for 10:30 a.m. Monday, 
Paris time. North. Vietnamese Minister Thuy will speak first. 
Ambassador Harriman will follow with his opening statement which 
you have already approved. • < 


Bromley Smith 
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Authority 

By.„ , NABS, Date 6 ) 9 / 
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Saturday, May 11, 1968 

i 

«* 

Procedures for the Conversations Between the Democratic Republic 

of Vietnam and the United States of A merica 

^ nm—mm 

r 

1. Denomination of the Meeting: 

Official conversations between the representatives of the Government * 
of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam and the Government of the 
United States b£ America. 


2. Composition of Each Party: 

A* Apart from the representative or representatives appointed 
by each government, each party can have in the meeting hall 
a number of advisers (not exceeding 10), experts, interpreters, 
and secretaries. 

B. The total number of persons of each party to attend the 
formal sessions in the meeting hall will not exceed 20 persons. 

(not counting the membera of the Secretariat working outside 
the meeting hall). 

C. To be allowed to attend the sessions between the two parties, 
as well as to work at the site chosen for the conversations, the 
components of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam party must 
be citizens of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam, and those of 

the United States party must be citizens of the United States. 

• " . ♦ 

D. Each party will communicate to the other the composition 
of its party to attend the formal sessions as mentioned in 
Paragraph B abovjer. Modification of the composition of one 
party. If any, will be communicated to the other party. 

■% * 

. 

* * • . 

. » ’ • 

3. Right to Take the Floor: 

* . » 

• 

At the formal sessions between the two parties, the representative or 
representatives appointed by the government of each party are the only 
persons to have the right to take the floor. In case of their absence, 
another person must be appointed to take the floor In their place. 
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4. Languages, Translation, and Tape-Recording: - 

A. Vietnamese and English are the two official languages 
to he used at the sessions of the conversations. 

B. French is a working language. 

C. Each party may tape-record the statements made by 
both parties at formal sessions. 






5. Minutes: 

There will be no joint minutes. Each party appoints a number of 
secretaries for recording the conversations. 


6. Information and Press: 

A. Whether joint press-communiques are to be issued or not 
shall be agreed upon by both parties. 

B. Press, movie, and television correspondents will be 
invited to the opening of the first session of the official 
conversations between the two parties. They will have ten 
minutes for their professional activities before the session 
opens. In view of the accommodating capacity of the meeting 
hall, both parties will agree with the French Government on 
the number of the correspondents Invited. 

* m i * * 

Co No pressnien ara allowed to attend the sessions of the 

conversations. . . 

- . * • ■ * « 

♦ 

* ■ 

« 
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7. Time-Table: 

-« * 

A. The first session of the conversations will he held on 

May 13, 1968, at 10:30 a.m. , at the ‘’Centre des Conferences . 

internationales” put at the disposal of the two parties. 

• * % 
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7. Time-Table (cont*d.) 

B. After each session, the time for the next shall be fixed 
by both parties. 

In principle, there will be one session a day, starting from 10:30 a.m. 
except on Saturdays, Sundays and other holidays agreed upon by both 
parties. 


S. Security and Order: 

* « 

-A- Both parties request the French Government to ensure 
security and order outside and inside the ,r Centre des 
Conferences Internationales 1 * (guarding, and checking permits). 

B„ If there are persons whose presence at the meeting site 
is suspicious to either party, this will be brought to the notice 
of the guards for verification. 

C. Each party is allowed to bring with it into the meeting site 
documents and working facilities (typewriters* tape-recorders, 
etc. ), except movie and photo cameras and weapons. 

♦ • 

9* -Application: 

These procedures are applicable until otherwise agreed upon by both 
parties. 







From U. S. Delegation to Par is Talks: 

» 

At the meeting this morning. May 11, agreement was reached on 
procedures to be followed* Same representatives present on both 

sides as on May 10* Atmosphere was good, businesslike. 

* 

Agreed procedures follow in all substantive aspects the U. S. revised 
te*± cabled department yesterday. Phrase "until otherwise agreed 
upon” does not appear in title. Instead, a new item. No. 9> is added 
and reads ,l these procedures are applicable until otherwise agreed 
upon by both parties 11 . 

Ambassador Vance read to the Demo#: static Republic o£ Vietnam delega¬ 
tion the relevant portion of Paragraph 2, State 162668. They said 
they understood the elanation but thought it was "not necessary to 
discuss here". 

It was agreed Monday meeting would open publicly to allow press 
and TV cameras to record the scene. Private session would begin 
with opening statement by Minister Thuy to be followed by U. S. 
opening statement by Ambassador Harriman. 

y.. 

’ * . 

Upon departure from meeting site. Ambassador Vance read follov/ing 
statement to the press: ’’The two parties met this morning for two 
hours. They have agreed on the procedures for the official conversa¬ 
tions between the Government of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam 
and the Government of the United States of America. The official 

conversations will begin at 10:30 a. m, on Mondays May 13, 1968. 11 

. • * * 

• • 

The Democratic Republic of Vietnam delegation declined to make it 

a joint statement but said they agreed with ifc and had no objections * 

) * • 

. to his reading it upon departure from the site. 








